
   

Nominations for the upcom-

ing board election will be 

through September. Election 

will be held in October. 

 

 

 

September 11, 2021  
Volume 12 Issue 8 

Prairieland Koi & 
Pond Society 

 You  can pay your dues  now, they are 

still only $20 ! 
 

Please give cash/check to our treasurer: 

Or Send To: Letriana Cantrell 

311 Arnold Rd. 

East Peoria, II 61611 

Directions: 

From Knoxville, Rt. 40, in Peoria, head N. passed Il. 

6 and turn after Schnucks  left onto Deerbrook Dr. 

Go .04 miles and turn left onto N, Antler Pl.. Just .02 

miles turn left onto W. Scottwood Dr. 908 W. Scottwood 

is on the right after 98 ft. 

 

 

September 11, 2021 at 9:00 AM 

Christian Rath 

908 W. Scottwood Dr. 

Dunlap, Il 

Christian will be talking about building his pond and any prob-

lems he may have had. 
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Chorine and Chloramines - the dan-
gers of city water 

By Karen Pattist  

This is an excellent article, originally from an aquarium magazine, that explains the problems of chlorine and chlora-
mines in city water supplies.  It mentions  the chemicals or methods you should be using to treat your incoming wa-
ter, and I have also made a few Koi pond comments.   If you use city water for your pond, you need to read this arti-
cle! 
Most people take water which comes through their faucets directly from their local water companies and put it into 
their aquariums. After all, what the heck, why not? It is plentiful and inexpensive. Unfortunately for the hobbyist, 
every local water company adds chemicals to the water to make it safe to drink. This is a mandated requirement 
from the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). The two major chemicals they add to the water to 
kill the harmful bacteria and other organics are chlorine and/or chloramine. Of the many chemicals that may be add-
ed to your water by the local water company, chlorine and chloramine, both of which are very different in character 
and nature, are the two most harmful to your fish. We will discuss these two chemicals in greater detail shortly. 
Additionally, many water companies today are pumping water to you through pipes which they laid in the ground 
many, many moons ago, and many of them are made of lead. Over the course of time, water can have a detrimental 
effect on lead pipes especially if it is on the acidic side, or in other words, it has a low Ph value. To combat this effect 
on their lead pipes, the water companies will add additional chemicals to the water to make the water more alkaline 
or have a much higher pH value. 

Alkaline water has a much lesser detrimental effect on the lead pipes than that of the acidic water. And to further com-
plicate matters, this is only the beginning. It would be one story if the water company could guarantee us the same wa-
ter conditions 100% of the time, but they cannot! 
From day to day the chemical structure of our water is very volatile. The water companies do not do this on purpose, 
but rather it occurs for reasons which Mother Nature herself controls. In warmer climate areas, more especially during 
the summer months, the bacteria booms and their levels are much higher. For this reason, the water companies will use 
more chlorine in the water in an effort to combat the excessive bacteria. Heavy rainfalls will also turn the water more 
acidic, lowering the pH value. Acid rain seems to be the norm in today's world. On occasion, a water company might 
have their supply of water depleted to the point that they have to purchase a supply from a neighboring water compa-
ny. If the chemical structure of the water from the two companies is not identical, other variances will be present when 
it comes out of your faucet.  

https://koiorganisationinternational.org/users/karen-pattist
https://koiorganisationinternational.org/users/karen-pattist
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Chlorine 
As I stated above, chlorine is an EPA mandated chemical in our drinking water and must be present at a specific min-
imal level. More importantly the level of bacteria is monitored and controlled. In order to get the bacteria down to 
the meet the minimal EPA requirements, the water company might have to greatly increase the amount of chlorine 
they add to the water. Chlorine has a natural tendency to evaporate from the water over a period of 18 to 24 hours. 
Therefore, even though a heavy dosage might have been added at the water company and depending upon how far 
away you live from the water company and how long it took to travel to you, the chlorine's presence will be dimin-
ished by the time it comes out of your faucet. However, it is still present in the water and must be attended to be-
fore being introduced to your fish. 
Why you ask? 
As I stated earlier, chlorine is very harmful to your fish even in very small quantities. Very small quantities will cause 
the fish a great deal of stress while higher quantities are extremely toxic and will kill them in a very short time frame. 
The good news is that most fish stores generally carry several different brands of products which will neutralize the 
chlorine effects. The major common ingredient in all of these products is the chemical sodium thiosulfate, which 
chemically diffuses and neutralizes the chlorine effects instantly. The cost of these products is relatively low, espe-
cially if you compare it to the cost of having to replace your fish. If your water contains chlorine, this is an item which 
I would recommend you have on hand, and more importantly use, every time you make a water change. There is an 
alternative to using these products, so let me give you the flip side. 
As previously mentioned, chlorine has a natural tendency to evaporate from the water over a period of 18 to 24 
hours. Therefore, you could put tap water into large buckets or pails and let it sit for 24 hours or so before adding to 
your aquarium water. It is important that the water have continuous movement during this time to aid in the evapo-
ration of the chlorine. Therefore, I would recommend air being pumped through an airstone be added to each buck-
et. If you have a relatively small amount of water to 'allow to sit', this may work well for you. If you have a great 
amount of water to change, buckets and/or storage space might very well be a problem for you, in which case, I 
would suggest you look into the aforementioned products. 
Chlorine has two strikes against it, however, and is being done away with by many of the water companies. Because 
chlorine evaporates so rapidly plus the fact that it has been proven that chlorine, in conjunction with some types of 
bacteria which may or may not be present in the water, will form a type of cancer causing agent, many water com-
panies have switched, or are in the process of switching, to chloramine. 
Chloramine 

 

If your water contains only chlorine, then the sodium thiosulfate product is all you will need. If your water contains 
chloramine, there are other significant dangers for your fish. Chloramine is a chemical which contains chlorine and 
ammonia. If you use a sodium thiosulfate product, only the chlorine part of the chloramine is neutralized. Remember, 
ammonia is highly toxic to your fish. If the ammonia is not neutralized, you will be subjecting your fish to an extreme 
amount of stress and possibly their final day of existence in your aquarium. What is that you say? You thought that 
ammonia is removed by your biological filter? You are correct, however, the ammonia neutralizing bacteria in your 
aquarium is by nature automatically proportioned to the amount of ammonia being produced in your aquarium each 
day.  
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A sudden increase in the ammonia level without having the bacteria available to neutralize it, will many times lead 
to disaster. Yes, the bacteria will eventually catch up to the ammonia level, but I would not suggest you wait. The 
chemists of the world have again come through in the clutch and created a product which will neutralize both parts 
of chloramine completely. This product is also available on the shelves of most fish stores under several different 
names and it too is relatively inexpensive. Just as there is with chlorine, here is an alternative way to eliminate chlo-
ramine without having to use these products. 
{The products manufactured for use with Koi ponds are ChlorAm-X and Ultimate.  K.O.I. does not recommend using 
other products.} 
First, chloramine does not evaporate so you cannot simply let it sit in a bucket with aeration for 24 hours and then 
use it. The alternative method would be to put the water into buckets and aerate it as a first step. 
Secondly, and this is a 'must do' item to perform, you will need to treat the water with the product of your choice as 
discussed above in the chlorine part of this article to eliminate the chlorine. Failure to eliminate the chlorine from 
chloramine will result in the bacteria in your biological filter being killed. I just gave you a big hint as to what the 
third step is. Yes, you are correct!! An established biological filter must be added to each bucket of water. When all 
traces of the ammonia have vanished, the water may be added to your aquarium. Although this method is not very 
cost effective, it will work. 
Which do I have? 
Rather than testing your water, the best solution is to go right to the source. Call your local water company. Simply 
explain that you have an aquarium {pond!} and need to find out what chemicals, etc., are in the water they provide 
to you. By law they are required to produce water quality reports for the EPA, which are to be made available to the 
public upon request. Ask them to send you a copy. You will be shocked to see what really is in your water. We hit 
upon the two big ingredients but there are many, many more. You will see columns of various ingredients along with 
their percentages. Most will not matter to you, however, a couple you want to look for are items which you can test 
for with the use of common test kits. They include phosphate, iron, nitrate, etc. 
In conclusion 
Quite simply, be sure you know what is in your tap water and treat it appropriately before adding it to your aquari-
um and ending up with a major catastrophe! 
This article was written by Ed Keene from the Diamond State Aquarium Society, February 2014 issue of Gravel Gos-
sip 
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NOMINATIONS-Correction 

About the nominations coming up, you may nominate a person at the 

September meeting, they may be called in to any officer or emailed to 

any of them. The voting will be at the October meeting and you need not 

be present to be voted in. 

 

TRIP TO ANDRSON JAPANESE GARDENS 

On the trip to Anderson Japanese Gardens please meet at Kohls’ parking 

lot in east peoria at 730 AM. Entry cost is $11.00 per person. We will 

not be stopping along the way. Once you view the garden you can leave 

any time. You don’t have to stay with the group. 

 

FOR POND PRODUCTS contact Greg Cantrell and he will leave it on 

his porch for you to pick up, Phone 309-645-7161 Greg will not bring 

product to this September meeting. 

 

The weather is starting to feel like fall (finally) so we should think about 

getting as much of the debris as we can out of the pond. Then lets keep 

the leaves out to and set up some netting. I’ve found that Vince Smith 

had a great idea of a post at either end, a wire between and drape the net 

tepee style. The leaves just blow off.  

 

Don’t feed when your water is 50 degrees or under and I try to clean my 

bio-converter before it gets really cold. You can freeze to death out 

there! 

I run my pond after I have the net on because I’m not ready to close it so 

early. My pond is under an oak tree so I net it early to prevent acorns 

from my pond. They are poisonous to koi. 
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We had a lovely time at 

Dirk and Katherine’s house 

last month. The pond is in-

credible but my picture tak-

ing not so much. There is a 

huge tree growing in the 

middle of the hill with the 

rushing streams and I just 

couldn’t do it justice. 

Dirks fish are just beautiful. 

You’ve just gotta see it! 
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The August 14 PKPS meeting was held at the pond of Dirk DeDecker and Katherine Zogas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There were 26 members present. 

Lisa Carter reminded everyone that reservations are due for the Luau which is August 28. 

Larry Zehr had waterlilies to sell. 

 

]Mike White was our speaker and he talked about bacteria.  Bacteria is what keeps ponds alive and in order to have 
a healthy pond bacteria need oxygen.  Only the surface of the water absorbs oxygen.  Bubblers don’t add oxygen 
they move water to the surface of the water so the oxygen can be absorbed.   Air lift systems are becoming the new 
preferred method to move water to absorb oxygen. 

Mike concluded by answering member's questions. 

Dirk talked about their pond.   

 

 

 

 

Dates to save 

September 11-Pond Meeting     Christion Rath 

September 25-Board Meeting     

October 9-Pond Meeting            Ginny Gibbs ICC Making leaf molds 

October 23-Board Meeting 

November 13- Banquet 

November 20-Board Meeting 



   

 

JEAN CLARKE 

President/Editor 

6934 N. St. Mary’s Rd. 

Peoria,  IL 61614 

309-370-0460 

E-mail: Clarke.jl@comcast.net 

  AKCA  

Koi Fish Health Advisors 

Jean Clarke                                 

309-370-0460 

 

Karen Hofstetter 

309-699-5155 

 

Stacey Schadewalt 

217-358-2665 

             Officers 

Jean Clarke  President/Editor 

309-370-0460 

 

Lisa Carter  Vice President 

309-694-9801 

 

Allen Kruger      

Web Master 

217-737-3646 

 

Letriana Cantrell  Treasurer 

309-645-7163 

Margie Simmons 

Secretary 

309-696-7114 

 

           Directors 

Greg Cantrell  

Product Mgr.of Ways and Means  

309-645-7161 

 

Rick Moreland  

Food And Beverage 

309-694-5057 

 

Deb Palmquist 

309-6967114 

 

Jim Simmons 

309-678-5363 

 

Chairpersons 

Lisa Carter 

Raffles/Door Prizes/Special 

Events                                    

309-694-9001 

Prairieland Koi & Pond Society 


